
CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME 2016

DECEMBER 17th & 18th
Christmas Bazaar

DECEMBER 18th
Christmas tree for Sunday School Children 

DECEMBER 19th, 20th & 21st (Mon, Tues and Wed)
5.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. - Confessions 

DECEMBER 22nd
Parish Carols singing

DECEMBER 24th: Christmas Eve
9.30 p.m. - Carols rendered by the Choir

10.00 p.m. - Christmas Mass

DECEMBER 25th: Christmas Day
Morning Masses:

7.00 a.m. - Konkani
8.00 a.m.; 9.00 a.m.; 10.15 a.m. - English

(No Evening Masses)

CHRISTMAS WEEK
Crib and Star Competition according to Areas.

Theme: Emmanuel God – with us – born in our world of today’s situation.

DECEMBER 28th
Blessing for Children at 7.00 p.m. mass in the evening.

DECEMBER 31st: New Year's Eve
11.00 p.m. to 11.30 p.m. - Holy Half Hour in Konkani &

11.30 p.m. to 12 midnight- Holy Half Hour in English, followed by Mass at 12 midnight.

JANUARY 1st, 2017
Morning Masses:

7.00 a.m. - Konkani
8.00 a.m.; 9.00 a.m.; 10.15 a.m. - English

Evening Mass: 5.00 p.m. - English

The parish fathers and sisters 
wish each and everyone a very joyful christmas 

and a new year  filled with the blessings of the christ child.fi



The Christmas story is notable for its 
enduring messages of hope, peace, goodwill, 
family and above all, LOVE. It was foretold 
by prophets and has substantial manuscript 
support.
 
1) A Story that has endured. For two 
millennia, people have told the story of the 
child in a Bethlehem manger; of angels who 
announced his birth to shepherds; of learned 
men who travelled a great distance to view 
him. A twenty-century tenure at least merits 
our consideration.

2)  A Story of Hope and Survival. Joseph 
and Mary travelled a long distance to 
Bethlehem before Jesus was born in a 
manger. Warned of impending risk of King 
Herod, they fled to Egypt, then returned 
home after Herod’s death. Joseph, Mary and 
Jesus survived the ordeal.

3) A Story of Peace and goodwill. An  
Angel of God announced, “I bring you good 
news of great joy for everyone! The savior 
has been born and peace among people of 
goodwill.” The Christmas story brings a 
message of peace that can soothe anxious 
hearts and calm interpersonal strife.

4) A Story of family. “Joseph, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit.” Joseph followed instructions 
and cared for his family. With God’s help, 
the family can overcome major obstacles.

5)  A Story of Humility. Born in a stable, 
cradled in a manger. He came forth from 
heaven to live on earth as mortal man and 

to establish the kingdom of God. To us, he 
said, ‘Come, Follow me.’ Jesus never told 
his disciples to celebrate or commemorate 
his birthday, but commanded them to 
remember his Crucifixion and death. Still, it 
is a matter of joy and happiness to the world 
to remember the birth of Jesus Christ.

6) A Story that was foretold. There were 
many prophecies written years before His 
birth. Isaiah foretold that the Messiah would 
be born of a virgin. The virgin will be with 
child and will give birth to a son, and will 
call him Emmanuel. The name “Emmanuel” 
means ‘God is with us’.

7)  A Story of Love. God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him will not perish, but 
have eternal life. Jesus came to help us to 
login and be online with God. The Login 
password was LOVE in capital letters.
 
The real Christmas comes to him/her who 
has taken Christ into his/her life as a moving, 
dynamic and vitalizing force. When Jesus 
enters into the life of a person, he becomes 
a new creation. A visible change occurs. 
This transformation is known as the state of 
salvation.
 
The birthday is just around the corner. 
Amidst the busyness of shopping, parties, 
presents, and fun, remember that the Prince 
of Peace came to spread Peace and Joy to all 
who believe in Him. So this Christmas, let’s 
make Jesus the reason for the season.
 

- Fr. Felix D'Souza, Parish Priest

EDITORIAL

THE ORIGINAL CHRISTMAS STORY : DOES IT STILL MATTER?

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS

Christmas is so full of wonder, meaning and tradition. There are 
lots of Christmas traditions that are practiced across the globe 
during the season, diverse as the culture and religious practices.
In India, we are familiar with the various traditions practiced at 
Christmas. To us, Christmas represents a time of joy, gift-giving, 
and family to reconnect and build bonds. But rarely have we given 
a thought on what these traditions signify. Since we are entering 
into the Christmas season, lets glance and understand the facts 
about some of our favourite Christmas traditions and symbols.

Christmas tree: The Christmas  
tree - the king of all traditions 
- is the most obvious, the 
centerpiece of many a home. 
The modern Christmas tree 
differs greatly from its roots; 

today, we decorate an everlasting, artificial 
construct with bright lights and dazzling 
ornaments, while traditionally, the tree 
was of course, real and more importantly, 
decorated with edibles such as apples and 
nuts. The tradition, as with that of the wreath, 
started with the elements symbolized by 
evergreens in pre-Christian winter festivals: 
immortality and fortitude.

Santa Claus: is a dutch word 
that is actually Sinter Claus, 
Saint Nicholas in English.  
Saint Nicholas, the early 
Bishop of a church in Asia 
Minor [the modern country 
of Turkey] became aware of 

some desperate needs in his congregation, 
and a family having to sell their children 
into slavery: so one night he came and 
left money on their doorstep in a stocking.
Nicholas believed that childhood should be 

savoured and enjoyed – but in a timewhere 
boys and girls younger than 10 had to work 
to support their families, this wasn’t always 
possible. He therefore gave what he could in 
homemade food, clothes, and furniture. The 
bishop even gave out oranges, which would 
have been very rare and expensive in Lycia, 
where he lived. The problem became where 
to leave these gifts so that the children 
would find them. From then on, children 
would hang stockings up hoping that Saint 
Nicholas would visit them that night.

Gift Giving:  is a reminder of 
the gifts of the Magi to baby 
Jesus. Each of them speak 
about a component of His 
incarnation: Majesty in life, 
Bitterest Agony in Death and 

He as God’s Perfect gift to us (Matthew 2).

Cribs: Most Christian families also have 
a nativity scene with clay figures in it 
representing the scene of the birth of Jesus.  
The nativity scene is a reminder of the true 
meaning of Christmas and why we celebrate 
this day.
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Carols: Christmas carols grew out of the 
first Christmas hymns, which developed 
in 4th century Rome. While these Latin 
hymns were sung in church for generations, 
the first true carols developed in France, 
Germany, and Italy in the 13th century were 
enthusiastically sung at community events, 
festivals and later on became associated 
primarily with Christmas and sung in 
numerous churches. The modern practice 
of going door-to-door caroling likely has 
something to do with the root word for 
carol, “carole” or “carula” which both mean 
a circular dance. The practice may have 
developed out of the public ceremonies that 
created the first carols.

Candles: are a picture that 
Christ is the Light of the world 
(John 8).

Red: the colour of Christmas that speaks of 
Christ's blood and death.

Holly: speaks of the thorns in His crown. 
The pointed leaves were said to represent 
the crown of thorns Christ wore while on 
the cross and the red berries symbolized the 
blood he shed. (Matthew 27:29).

Bells: are associated with ringing out news. 
Christ is the good news, the best news of all.

Mistletoe: was an ancient symbol from the 
Roman times. It was under mistletoe that 
old enmities and broken friendship were 
restored. So Christ was the One who took 
away the enmity and gave us Peace with 
God (Romans 5:1; Romans 8:1).

Christmas Cards: started in 1844 by an 
English artist who drew up some pictures 
in England for use at this season. Sir Henry 
found himself too busy in the Christmas 
season of 1843 to compose individual 
Christmas greetings for his friends and hence 
commissioned the artist for the illustration. 
This then became a practice of sending 
Christmas greetings to distant families and 
friends to share the joy of Christmas.

WAS MOTHER MARY A VIRGIN?

An Apologetic Summary of the Church’s Teaching

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to 
a son, and will call him Immanuel.

Isaiah mentions the virgin birth that would 
lead to the salvation of mankind. (7:14) 
Jeremiah remembers the prophecy in his 
reminders to his flock; Matthew and Luke 
repeat the prophecy in their narration of the 
story of Jesus’ birth. 
There are other references to it in the old 
and new testaments but, try as you might to 
convince agnostics, atheists and members 
of other denominations of Christianity, it 
is one of the main points of contention that 
wedges one or the other branch of Christian 
followers to resist the doctrine of the 
Catholic Church. 
What exactly is the Catholic stance on 
Mother Mary’s virginity? How do we 
support it?
In Catholic theology, the virginity of Our 
Lady was defined in the time of Pope Martin 
in A.D. 649. Both, the Nicene Creed and the 
Apostles’ Creed mention the Holy Ghost 
and the Virgin Mary. 
It shows that Jesus did not descend from 
heaven bodily, but was formed as a human 
when he was in Mother Mary’s womb. Her 
assent and cooperation, with the power of 
the Holy Spirit brought about Jesus’ birth. 
The perpetual virginity of Mary was 
suggested by several early Church Fathers 
such as St Irenieus, Origen, Tertullian, St. 
Justin, St. Chrysostom, St. Epiphanius, 
Eusebius, Rufinus, St. Basil, St. Jerome 
and St. Ildefonsus. Contrary doctrine was 
deemed madness, blasphemy, sacrilege, 
impiety, heretical and atheistic.

The mystery of the virginal conception 
is taught by both, Matthew and Luke’s 
Gospels, excluding the intercourse of a man 
in the process. St. Joseph’s moral dilemma is 
resolved in a dream when an angel appears 
to him, assuring him that the conception is 
by the Holy Spirit and advising him to take 
Mary as his wife.
The possible human sources of this doctrinal 
assertion could be Mary herself, Joseph, her 
spouse or her cousin Elizabeth, assuming 
that Mary would have confided in either or 
both of them. St. Luke could have got his 
information from Mother Mary herself since 
his Gospel mentions that Mary “kept all 
these words in her heart”. But his language 
reveals that he could also have derived the 
content of his Gospel from a written source, 
such as a memoir of a Jewish Christian 
closely related to Mary or Zacharias. 
Literary scholars of the Gospel can offer no 
concrete evidence of Luke’s exact source of 
knowledge.
Catholic doctrine, nonetheless, offers  
the Gospel account as inviolable  

and sacrosanct, a 
necessary component 
of our belief in the 
complete humanity 
and divinity of Christ.

 - Summarized by 
June Dias from  

the website: www.
catholic.com

Christmas celebrations and 
traditions help to define what it 
means to be family, that helps 
cement the ties that bind us 
together as grandparents, parents, 
and children and as siblings 
and cousins. Such simple but 
priceless traditions renew and 
strengthen the bonds that bind 
us together; they are part of the 
heart of what we are as family 
and community. Traditions are 
symbolic and perhaps the most 

important purpose of Christmas traditions in the Christian community is to remind us of 
Christ Himself.

- Compiled by Victoria Fernandes
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PARISH EVENTS

A Walk to the Mount
 
On the occasion of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a walking pilgrimage under 
the aegis of the Parish Pastoral Council was organised on Thursday, 15th September, 2016.  
PPC members assisted with getting parishioners from their respective areas register for 
the walk while the Usher’s group helped with manning the registration desk in the Church 
compound as well as taking care of the route discipline and distribution of coffee and snacks 
to the pilgrims. About 460 parishioners across all age groups walked the 6.8 kms distance 
in approx 1 hour 30 minutes from St. Anthony’s Church, Vakola via Khar Subway, Linking 
Road, Waterfield Road and Hill Road for the Mass at the Basilica of Our Lady of the Mount, 
Bandra, which was celebrated by our Parish Priest Fr. Felix D’Souza. A special thanks to 
the Sisters of Mount Mary Convent for letting us use their premises to serve refreshments.

- Maxim Fernandes,
Joint Secretary, PPC

23 years of SCC Families Foundation

It has been 23 years since the seeds of the Small Christian Community were sown in the 
parish of St. Anthony’s Church, Vakola. The SCC anniversary was celebrated on Sunday, 
9th October. An adhoc team was created to plan the event and delegate work. 

The SCC coordinators & Parish Councillors displaying their sashes and badge moved together 
in a procession followed by the Zonal Representatives, Religious, Project Co-ordinator and 
SCC Director Fr. Felix D’Souza. The Eucharistic celebration was well attended by animators 
and religious who are in charge of each community. The Theme: "FAMILIES – Foundation 

of the Small Christian Communities" was 
displayed in the church

The homily on the Small Christian 
Communities was very effective and 
message oriented. The communities 
together offered a gift during the mass, the 
same was given during offertory by the 
religious and the zonal representatives. 
SCC & PPC members pledged their 
Renewal of Commitment. The Eucharistic 
Celebration was indeed a wonderful 
experience of God with us as one family 
bound together.

Mass was followed by a get together in the 
school hall. The compere welcomed all and spoke about SCCs.  Refreshments were served. 
Rev. Fr. Felix conducted a talk show on SCCs which was very interactive. Then followed 
a game & many spot prizes. Snacks was served.  And finally there was music & dance. 
The programme ended with a Vote of Thanks speech by our Parish Project Co-ordinator, 
Melanie Fernandes.

We all shared a very joyous, fun 
filled & enjoyable moment and we 
look forward to celebrate many 
more anniversaries in our parish by 
spreading the work of God & serving 
the community according to his will. 
SCC is a key to keep our families 
moving. “Our work should be coupled 
with God’s Work” was a strong 
message given by our SCC Director, 
Rev. Fr. Felix D’Souza. We thank 
our Priests, religious, co-ordinators, 
animators and all the families. Without 
their support and good wishes, the SCCs would not have grown in leaps and bounds.

- Lydia D’Costa
Community No -  28, Zonal Rep – Zone IV
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Let’s Football......

A Free Football Camp for School Children was organized during this Diwali vacation for 
a week on the Church grounds. The camp attracted more than 100 children across various 
age groups i.e. under 8, 10, 12, 14 and 16. Individual coaches were assigned to train each of 
the groups so that the focus and intensity was maintained throughout the training sessions.

The emphasis of the camp was 
to impart skills so that the next 
generation can foster it to achieve 
greater heights in the future. It 
was also wonderful to see the 
kids performing the drills and 
exercises with great passion and 
determination while having fun 
and enjoying themselves. We are 
sure that there are many great 
players in the making in this Parish 
as was evidently demonstrated in 

the games that followed and their knowledge about the game. 

Some of the participants were lucky to earn for themselves and their parents a free ticket 
for an Indian Super League Football Tournament match between Mumbai FC & Pune FC 
at the Andheri Sports Complex Stadium. Hats off to all the Parents who encourage their 
children to take part in such sporting activities. Thanks to the team of Coaches Leeladhar 
Bangera, Neri Dsouza, Jose Fernandes, Alviro Fernandes and Paulo (UEFA Certified Coach 
from Portugal). Our sincere appreciation to Fr. Felix and the entire Parish Team along with 
Anthony Dsouza, George Lawrence, Oscar Rebello and Maxim Fernandes for their support 
in organizing this camp successfully.

Looking forward to organizing many more such events in the future.
- Alan Dsouza

CleanVakola!

The cleanliness drive, an awareness rally was organized in Vakola by Asha Kiran on 
27th October 2016 from 3.00 to 6.00 p.m. Asha Kiran, the CCO of St. Anthony’s Church 
organized the Rally. The Rally was started from the main three areas of Vakola. One from 
Vakola Police Station, Gaondevi Police Station and from the Head Office of Asha Kiran. 
The mobilizations for this Rally had started a month ago. It was announced in the PPC of the 
last month and in the SCC Co-ordinators meeting. We had given information to the BMC, 
Police, Government Officers and they all co-operated with us. BMC sent some of their 
workers and cleaned a few areas. The Corporators sent a few people to clean some areas to 
create awareness. The women of SHG had done their part well. In the morning they all did 
the action and in the evening came in the Rally. The women were 250 in number. All had 
banners, placards and slogans.

In the closing session there were two speakers Mrs. Qutub Kidwai and Mrs. Tulip Miranda. 
Both lawyers and women activist. They spoke to promote peace. So our slogan was 'Peace 

with Nature is Peace with 
People'. Along with our 
dear Pope, let us join hands 
together to protect our Nature. 
Inspite of Diwali celebration, 
the women of SHG were 
there in large numbers.  The 
rally was successful as at 
least awareness was created 
among the people.

- Sr. Maryann

• God is always moved to compassion whenever we repent.
• Consoling those who suffer we are able to help build a better world.

POPE TWEETS
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Students were required to submit their application forms in the Parish office. Every student 
who qualified for the award were personally informed and invited by the Committee 
Members. All the meritorious students were felicitated and presented with a certificate of 
Appreciation by our Parish Priest Fr. Felix D’Souza at the 9.00 a.m. Mass on Sunday 13th 
November 2016.

It was indeed a proud moment for all students and their parents. The entire Parish is happy 
to have such outstanding performers amongst us who have worked so hard to achieve such 
high percentages.

Congratulations to all the students including those who did not qualify here, yet put up an 
outstanding performance in your respective exams. Keep up the good work. We are really 
proud of you. God Bless.

EXAM STUDENT’S NAME %AGE
SSC Ms Adonia Sequeira 91.80

Mr Deonn Lobo 90.80

Mr Anston Vaz 90.40

Mr Vivian Dsouza 89.40
Ms Georgina Godinha 89.20

Ms Malaika Colaco 89.20
Ms Leann Clement 88.80
Ms Elina Dsouza 88.80

Ms Jennifer Dsouza 88.60
Mr Aaron Dsouza 88.00
Mr Bryton Dsouza 88.00

HSC Science Ms Krystelle Dsouza 88.77
HSC Commerce Ms Nerissa Pereira 88.62

Ms Rochelle Lobo 88.15
Ms Marianne Gomes 84.15

Ms Valencia Fernandes 84.00
BMS Ms Bianca Menezes 88.66

Ms Rhea Miranda 78.14
B.Sc. Ms Lynette Pereira 84.50

B.Com. Ms Francesca Toscano 88.48
Ms Mallaika Fernandes 80.00
Ms Veronica Nazareth 76.00

- Anthony Lobo
AEA2016 Committee

Academic Excellence Awards 2016

The Parish Pastoral Council constituted the Academic Excellence Awards 2016 to honour 
the extraordinary performers in SSC, HSC & Graduation levels for the academic year 2015-
2016. A subcommittee consisting of 7 members from the PPC was appointed to finalise on 
the qualifying percentage for each class and stream and other aspects of the award. 

AmulyaPrem Community Report

The statue of Our Lady of Velankanni was taken with reverence into the homes of our 
SCC; beginning from August onwards & on the 8th of September - as every year - our 

blessed Mother Mary’s birthday was celebrated with 
the cutting of cake by senior citizens of our SCC. 
This event was well attended by the families in our 
community.

On 23rd October 2016, the animators of our 
community along with the SCC Co-ordinator, PPC 
representative & our spiritual director Sr. Joyce 
Fernandes celebrated Thanksgiving Day. We had a 
short prayer service followed by fellowship & dinner 
prepared by the members.

- Melita Rodrigues
Community No. 24
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• God’s mercy toward us is linked to our mercy toward our neighbour.
• Christian life is a journey, but not a sorrowful journey; it is joyful.
• May nothing keep you from growing in friendship with God.

POPE TWEETS

Fr. Felix D'Souza (Parish Priest)
Fr. Joseph Pimenta(Asst.)
Fr. Abel Fernandez (Asst.)
Fr. Jude Ferreira (Asst.)
Fr. Angelo Lobo

Tel:022-2667 2963/ 4685
website: www.youvak.com

Fr. Felix D'Souza
Diana Fernandes
Belmira Miranda
June Dias
Victoria Fernandes
John Britto

Designed by
Conidon Miranda

The Parish Team Editorial Team

Solemnity of Christ the King

The Feast of Christ the King, also known as the “Solemnity of Christ the King” was instituted 
in 1925 by Pope Pius XI. In 1969 the date was moved by Pope Paul VI to the last Sunday 
of the Liturgical year which is in November. This year it was celebrated on 20th November 
2016, the last Sunday of ordinary time before the beginning of Advent that starts the new 
church liturgical year. The purpose of celebration is to affirm about the coming reign of 
Christ the King on Earth and express gratitude for His completion of the renewed creation 
that marks the fullness of the kingdom of God. This hope is born from the entire life of 
Christ and his teachings that have been celebrated in the seasons of the Church Year during 
the past twelve months. 

Our Parish Priest, Fr. Felix D’Souza expressed his view of taking a longer route as compared 
to the smaller route taken every year to vibrantly display our love for our Eternal King, he 
also gave his consent to go ahead with all preparations. The Holy Hour in the church were 
conducted by the Priest & Religious, all 5 zones, Marathi and Konkani service groups which 
was well attended. A route was chosen so that the procession moves through the streets in the 
vicinity of the church. All parish groups came together and work was deputed accordingly. 

At 4.00 p.m. parishioners assembled in the grounds in large numbers with placards and 
banners. They were divided into four groups for the procession. The Cross Bearer moved 
out followed by the 1st group and a van with speakers to reach out to all, a set of Choir, 
2 religious to read the mysteries and coordinators to say the rosary, this was followed by 
the 2nd group. A similar arrangement was made for the following 3rd and 4th group. The 
main van with the Monstrance was well decorated with flowers; our Parish Priest, Fr. Felix 
D’Souza travelled in it holding the Monstrance for all to see. Little children too joined the 
procession dressed as angels, holding petals of flowers in a bowl. Every parishioner in the 
procession had a hymn sheet thus singing and praising in unison to our Lord and King. 

There were cells and associations too that joined in. A group of parishioners joined in at 
Vakola bridge and at Bridgettine’s convent. The entire procession which lasted for about an 
hour and a half had about 1400 parishioners. 

Since 20th November was the closing day of the Jubilee Year of Mercy, a replica of the Door 
of Mercy was created and placed at the main entrance of the church. The procession returned 
to the church and everyone entered through this Door of Mercy. Fr. Lincoln Rebello gave a 
beautiful sermon on the significance of Christ the King and how we need to worship Him. 
After the sermon he commenced the Solemn Benediction imploring the Lord to shower His 
blessing on all. 

We once again thank the priests, sisters of all the 5 congregations, and all our parishioners 
for participating and making it a memorable day. May Christ continue to bless us and guide 
us always.

- Melanie Fernandes
SCC Parish Project Coordinator
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On December 8, 2015, Pope Francis opened 
the Holy Door of Mercy in the Basilica of St. 
Peter, marking the official start of the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy. Pope Francis also wanted a 
Door of Mercy in each diocese so that everyone 
throughout the world may be able to celebrate 
the Jubilee. In the Archdiocese of Bombay, the 
main doors of the Cathedral of the Holy Name, 
Colaba and The Basilica of Our Lady of the 
Mount, Bandra had been declared as 'Holy 
Doors of Mercy'.
 
As the Jubilee Year of Mercy concluded on 
20th November 2016, the Feast of Christ the 
King, a symbolic Door of Mercy highlighting 
the Corporal and Spiritual Acts of Mercy, was 
placed at the main entrance of our Church for 
the people to get used to the fact that we are 
entering and exiting into the year of mercy 
while keeping the mercy of God with us.

Church in the City

We congratulate Fr. Felix D’Souza on being appointed as the Ecclesiastical Adviser to 
Cardinal Oswald Gracias for the group "Church in the City" and for Bombay Catholic 
Sabha.

Church in the City (CIC) is an umbrella organisation of the religious institutes that speak 
for Catholics in the metropolis. CIC recently held a congregation at Dadar’s Our Lady of 
Salvation Church, to sound political outfits out on what they can offer to the community.

Forthcoming Christmas Activities

• Christmas Fiesta
• Christmas Outreach for children of other faith
• Christmas celebration with Civic/Police Personnel

CHILDREN’S CORNER

Celebrate Christmas in an eco-friendly way. Create your own unique Christmas tree with 
the instructions given below and contribute to the family’s preparation for Baby Jesus’ 
coming. And after the Christmas season (from 09-14 January, 2017), bring in your artful 
Christmas Tree to the Church office for some exciting goodies! Mention your name and 
contact number with it.

Paper Christmas Tree:
You will need:
• Green chart paper (or any colour you like) 
• Scissors and tape 
• A marker and glue 
• Decorations for your tree; popular choices include glitter, stickers, ribbon, coloured 

paper, confetti, etc.

1. Cut two identical tree 
shapes out of chart paper.

Begin by stacking two pieces 
of chart paper together and 
folding them in half. Then 
use a marker to draw a half-
tree shape on the outside of 
your paper stack. Finally, cut 
along the lines through both 
sheets of paper. You will 
now have two identical tree 
shapes

2. Cut slits in the tree 
shapes for joining them 
together. 
First, find and mark the 
vertical center of each tree 
by folding it in half vertically 
(fold the pointed tip of the 
tree down to the base of the 
tree,) then lightly crease or 
mark the center. Finally, cut 
a slit in one tree from the 
top down to the center mark, 
and cut a slit in the other tree 
from the bottom up to the 
center.

3. Join the two shapes and 
form the tree. 

Slide the two pieces together 
along the slits so that the 
middles match. Then use a 
few small piece of clear tape 
at the top and bottom of the 
tree to hold it all together. 
Finally, fold the tree open so 
that it stands on its own. 

Have fun decorating your tree!
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