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EDITORIAL:  MARY BLESSED AMONG WOMEN
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There is an ancient Russian legend that St. 
Andrew the Apostle after his crucifixion 
hurried up to heaven. He loved the Cross of 
our Saviour and His Mother at the foot of 
the Cross. Once admitted into heaven, he 
began searching for his Queen; but he could 
not find her. “Where is she?”, he asked his 
angelic guide. “She is not here”, the angel 
replied. Seeing the surprised face of 
Andrew, the angel added: “She is in the 
suffering world drying the tears of her 
weeping children”.

That legend, perhaps beautifully expresses 
what Mary has been and is for us, Catholics: 
she may be in heaven, but her heart is very 
much with us, her children on earth. From 
our childhood, she has been close to us. One 
of the first prayers we learnt at our mother's 
knee was the 'Hail Mary'. Almost 
instinctively we turn to her. Her lap contains 
all the suffering of the whole humanity, the 
countless wounds of a human race which is 
continuously crucified.

More than any other woman, perhaps, Mary 
has influenced the lives of Christians, men 
and women. We can think of the number of 
Churches dedicated to her; the masterpieces 
of art she has inspired; the number of 
religious congregations which bear her 
name. Love gave her indeed a thousand 
names, as we realise when we recite the 
Litany. And she still continues to inspire 
and support men and women today in their 
struggles.

We think too of the troubled times in which 
Mary lived; a time when the Jews were a 
conquered people in subjugation to Rome, 
undergoing the hardships and oppression of 

a subject nation. It was a period too when 
women were not given their due place in 
society life , when they were relegated to the 
background.

The Gospel gives us hints that her life was 
not a easy one. Leaving aside Calvary, when 
she stood at the foot of the cross (Jn. 19/20), 
her day-to-day life was one big struggle, 
living in the darkness of faith. She 
experienced the mental anguish of a woman 
who had difficulties in explaining her 
position to her husband at a time when 
social norms were far more exacting on 
womenthan today (Mt. 1/18-25). Like us 
too, she went through the anguish of feeling 
the absence of Jesus (Lk. 22/41-51). She did 
not understand often the ways and words of 
Jesus, any more than we do! (Lk. 2/40; Mk. 
3/31 ff).

The Mary described to us in the Gospels is 
not a fairy princess, a kind of 'Snow White' 
Her day was not spent gazing continually at 
the radiant face of Jesus, her God-become-
man! Her life was very much like the life of 
anyone of us, a constant struggle to cope 
with tensions and difficulties of daily living, 
walking in faith without seeing clearly the 
way. Hence, the Holy Father, in his 
encyclical “The Mother of the Redeemer” 
speaks of Mary's life story… Personal 
journey of faith, as reflecting the “history of 
the whole People of God, of all those who 
take part in the same pilgrimage of faith”

Looking at Mary in the Gospels, we can see 
that our lives too can be hidden, yet heroic; 
monotonous, yet filled with joy; struggling, 
yet aglow with hope.

                                      - Fr. Felix D'Souza

BRIDGETTINE NUN'S CANONIZATION CELEBRATION 
WITH THE CARDINAL

th5  June 2016 has been a magnanimous day for the Bridgettine sisters with the canonization 
of St. Maria Elizabeth Hesselblad by Pope Francis. The Bridgettine sisters of our parish 
planned to make this event a noteworthy joyful celebration in Mumbai by arranging a 

th
special mass celebrated by His Eminence, Cardinal Oswald Gracious on 6  August in St. 
Anthony's Church, Vakola followed by a get-together in the school hall.

The 7.00 p.m. mass was also concelebrated by the 
parish priest, Fr. Felix D'Souza, Fr. Joseph Pimenta and 
Fr. Angelo Lobo while Fr. Lawrence D'Souza joined in 
to celebrate this special occasion. Cardinal Oswald 
Gracious drew the congregation's attention to the 
exemplary life of St. Maria Elizabeth in his homily and 
also blessed the nuns with the hope of being an 
inspiring Saint themselves in the years to come. The 
sisters collectively planned to make the Eucharist a 
grace-filled experienceby displaying an icon of the 
holy Saint in a solemn entrance procession, sharing 
details of her life in the introduction and the choir 
concluded the service with a Hymn to St. Maria 
Elizabeth. Cake was served to the congregation as they 
exited the church.

The programme in the school hall began with the 
felicitation of the Cardinal, Parish Priest and Mr. Brian 
Miranda. St. Maria Elizabeth's life was elaborately 

elucidated through a movie on 
her and later her canonization 
ceremony was projected as the 
guests enjoyed the sumptuous 
dinner. Truly, the canonization 
celebration was an enchanting 
and enriching experience! 

                                                                                                                        
                       - Diana Fernandes

PARISH NEWS
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LIVING FAITH, CHANGING LIVES, MAKING A DIFFERENCE!
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WYD DIARIES – AN EXPERIENCE TO CHERISH

These are the beautiful people, people who 
live their faith, change lives and make a 
difference. They are none other than our 
Priests, the sons whom our Blessed Mother 
Mary loves so dearly.

"The priesthood is the love of the heart of 
Jesus”, the saintly Curé of Ars (St. John 
Marie Vianney, the patron saint of priests) 
would often say.

Every year we celebrate these beautiful 
people and so did we this year but in a much 

thremarkable way on 7  August 2016, the 
Vianney Sunday. As a sign of our love for 
the priests in our parish, the celebration 
began with the Holy Mass offered for our 
parish clergy at 10.15 a.m. The Mass was 
celebrated by Rev. Fr. Felix D'Souza, the 
Parish Priest and con-celebrated by Fr. 
Jude, Fr. Abel, Fr. Angelo and Fr. Joseph.  

During mass at the prayer of the faithful, 
special petitions were made for the priest 
team of our parish, for the priests all over 
the world and the departed priests, asking 
the Lord to shower his special blessings on 
his chosen shepherds.

Before the final blessing, a talk was given 
by a parishioner addressing the ardent life 
of St. John Vianney and immense gratitude 
was rendered to the loving priests of our 
parish for all their sacrifice and good works 
towards the parishioners of St. Anthony's 
Church, Vakola. A celebration without a 
cake? No. The celebration continued by 
cutting of the cake in felicitation for our 
priests. When the priests together held their 
hands and with smiles cut the lovely cake 
whilst the choir sang for them the feast 
wishes and blessings, love, harmony and 
joy was evident. As a small token of the 
parishioners love and appreciation, the five 
priests were presented with a spiritual 
bouquet and gift by their respective SCC 
Zonal representatives.  

At the final hymn, people stretched out their 
hands towards the priests as a sign of love 
and blessing for them. Besides, each SCC 
zone sent a special meal for the priests to 
continue the celebration of the feast through 
the day.  

Words describe little of the work the priest 
do, so these little moments of celebration 
are nothing compared to their love and 
sacrifice they have for us and for the Lord.   

A big Thank You for all the good works and 
our prayers assured to all our Priest Team 
that the Lord may continue to bless them 
and protect them always.

“A good shepherd, a pastor after God's 
heart, is the greatest treasure which the 
good Lord can grant to a parish, and one 
of the most precious gifts of divine 
mercy”.

                                   - Victoria Fernandes

"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain Mercy" (Mt 5:7)

Attending World Youth Day in Krakow, Poland has been a challenging yet enriching 
experience.

For the first 5 days we were accommodated in Sosnowiec Diocese.  Our Polish host families 
were very hospitable, warm and fun-loving.

W Y D  2 0 1 6  e n c o m p a s s e d  t r e m e n d o u s  a m o u n t s  o f  w a l k i n g  d a i l y.  
During the Days in the Dioceses, we participated in a 20 kms pilgrimage walk to Jasno Gora, 
Częstochowa, to visit the shrine of the Virgin Mary. Along with fellow pilgrims from all 
over the world, singing songs of praise and worship, & reciting prayers both in English and 
Polish helped make the walk manageable.

The visit to the Auschwitz concentration camp in the following days reminded us of the 
horrifying experience and the suffering the Jews endured. God bless all their families and let 
us always remember them in our prayers.

After 5 fruitful DID days, we travelled to Krakow for the World Youth Day.

T h e  W e l c o m i n g  
ceremony of the Holy 
Father was held in 
Blonia Park. The energy 
and vibe all around the 
place was beautiful.

W e  w a i t e d  i n  
anticipation to catch a 
g l i m p s e  o f  P a p a  
Francisco. And it was 
sheer joy when he 
actually passed through 
our aisle. A truly blessed 
moment for us.

The Way of the Cross 
was executed brilliantly 
w i t h  v a r i o u s  

extraordinary performances. Thanks to the live transmission on the radio in different 
languages, the sermon given by the Holy Father could be comprehended by one and all. 

On 30th July, we walked for about two hours, to Campus Misericordia. Prior to the Night 
Vigil we had various Gospel bands keeping the atmosphere lively. Pope Francis led us in 
prayer during the vigil and then celebrated the Eucharist on 31st July. He officially 
concluded the World Youth Day and announced that WYD 2019 would be held in Panama.

Bringing the message of mercy back home and practicing it daily is what Pope Francis 
expects from all of us.

World Youth Day - Farewell Mass with the host families
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BIBLE STUDY BY ANY GROUP IS GOOD. OR IS IT?
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I would like to end with an excerpt 
from the homily given by Pope 
Francis. 

“Dear young friends, don't be 
ashamed to bring everything to the 
Lord in confession, especially your 
weaknesses, your struggles and your 
sins. He will surprise you with his 
forgiveness and his peace. 

Don't be afraid to say “yes” to him with all your heart, to respond generously and to follow 
him! Don't let your soul grow numb, but aim for the goal of a beautiful love which also 
demands sacrifice. Say a firm “no” to the narcotic of success at any cost and the sedative of 
worrying only about yourself and your own comfort.”

                                                                                                                - Belmira Miranda

Catholics are often invited to Bible study 
groups.  The interest of some may be 
piqued because there are so few of these 
active groups in the Catholic Church and 
people do hunger for the Word. A lot of 
questions remain unanswered otherwise 
and doubts about our faith could be cleared 
in such close-knit discussions. 

But, most Bible Study groups started by 
Pro tes tan ts -  and  those  of  o ther  
denominations -  invite Catholics with the 
intention of drawing them away from the 
Roman Catholic Church. It is normally a 
friend or co-worker or family member who 
has already joined such a group and 
convinces them to “just see what it is like”. 
The Catholics who attends will initially do 
so out of curiosity and the intention of 
deepening their own faith.  

In the group, there will not be a healthy 
discussion about the differences in the 

perspectives on faith drawn from the 
schools of thought. The Catholic will only 
be tutored in one perspective, which is 
deliberately at odds with the Roman 
Catholic point-of-view. S/he will not be 
given a role of leadership, whereby the 
Catholic perspective can be shared just as 
freely as the Protestant one.

Protestants claim to be guided solely by 
Scripture, scorning Catholic leaning 
towards tradition. But, the fact that many of 
the Protestant churches themselves are at 
least 450 years old and maintaining rituals 
since their inception points to an affinity for 
stability and customs. 

But, these Bible study group maintain their 
stance that the Bible has no official 
interpretation, can be interpreted 
individualistically by each reader… and, 
therefore should be! This individualistic 
interpretation, very often, is guided, once 

again by a traditional set of (Protestant) 
Bible scholars, whose authority is held 
above the  author i ty  of  Cathol ic  
interpretations. 

The Catholic reading and study of the Bible, 
on the other hand, is based on the authority 
of the Apostles, the authoritative 
interpretation of the Bible by the Catholic 
Church and the historical and contextual 
framework of the book, its author and its 
original audience.

So, the Catholic and Protestant readings of 
the Bible will, in all probability, be vastly 
different from each other. Catholics who 
attend these Bible study groups should 
beware of false conclusions based on wrong 
premises and faulty interpretations of texts 
out of context. If caught unaware, they may 
soon start  interpreting the Bible 
individualistically and try to find fault with 
Church teachings which are grounded in 
scripture.

Another reason Catholics find Protestant 
and non-denominational groups appealing 
is because of the informal, family-like, 
friendly atmosphere in which their 
meetings take place. This will swiftly 
change if the Catholic perspective is 

asserted. The group goes on the defensive 
and scorns or belittles the authority of the 
Catholic Church.

There are still too few Bible study groups in 
the Catholic Church, but the number is on 
the rise. Groups in every parish, though 
small, make an effort to share the Word with 
their communities, whether through the 
SCCs or at the parish level. 

The Ministry of the Word course, started by 
Fr. Leslie Ratus is a regimental study of the 
Word of God every Sunday for two years 
and those who complete the course are then 
conferred the role of Ministers of the Word 
in their individual parishes. Over the last 
two decades, they have started several Bible 
study groups of varying sizes in the 
Archdiocese of Mumbai. 

Can you enquire about a Bible Study group 
in our parish? 

(With inputs from Steve Ray's article, 
S h o u l d  C a t h o l i c s  G o  t o  N o n -
Denominational Bible Studies?
 http://www.catholic.com/magazine/article
s / s h o u l d - c a t h o l i c s - g o - t o - n o n -
denominational-bible-studies)

                                                   - June Dias

■

     with us
■ When there is dialogue in the family, tensions are easily resolved.
■   God loves us as we are: no sin, fault or mistake can make Him change 
     His mind.
■ The future of society requires the fruitful encounter between young and old.
■ The secret of joy: never suppress positive curiosity; get involved, because 
     life is meant to be lived.

  
.

  

  
  

The Lord loves to participate in the events of our daily lives and to walk 

Pope Tweets

Post Eucharist Celebration in Sosnowiec

FAITH MATTERS
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THE LIFESTYLE AND LIES OF HOMOSEXUALITY

One of the most volatile and important 
issues facing the Church today is the 
question of homosexuality as an alternative 
lifestyle. The Church cannot duck this 
question. Events like the brutal murder of 
Matthew Shepherd, the homosexual 
student in Wyoming, or the recent spate of 
scandals involving pedophile priests, which 
has rocked the Catholic Church, serve to 
thrust this question to the front and center of 
American culture.

Christians who reject the legitimacy of the 
homosexual lifestyle are routinely 
denounced as homophobic, intolerant, even 
hateful. There is thus tremendous 
intimidation concerning this issue. 
Likewise, one of the best ways to defend the 
legitimacy of the homosexual lifestyle is to 
become an atheist. Some churches, to avoid 
this, have endorsed the homosexual culture.

The main question here is: Does right and 
wrong exist?

Traditionally, the answer has been that 
moral values are based in God. God is by 
His very nature perfectly holy and good. He 
is just, loving, patient, merciful, 
generous—all that is good comes from 
Him. If God does not exist, anything goes, 
including discrimination and persecution of 
homosexuals. But it doesn't stop there: 
murder, rape, torture, child abuse—none of 
these things would be wrong, because 
without God right and wrong do not exist. 
Everything is permitted.

So if we want to be able to make moral 
judgements about what's right or wrong, 
we've got to affirm that God exists.

So, once more, the question is: Does the 
Bible forbid homosexual behavior? Well, 

I've already said that it does. The Bible is so 
realistic! You might not expect it to mention 
a topic like homosexual behavior, but in fact 
there are six places in the Bible—three in 
the Old Testament and three in the New 
Testament—where this issue is directly 
addressed—not to mention all the passages 
dealing with marriage and sexuality which 
have implications for this issue. In all six of 
these passages, homosexual acts are 
unequivocally condemned.

In Leviticus 18:22 it says that it is an 
abomination for a man to lie with another 
man as with a woman. In Lev. 20:13 the 
death penalty is prescribed in Israel for such 
an act, along with adultery, incest, and 
bestiality. The third place where 
homosexual acts are mentioned in the Old 
Testament is the horrifying story in Genesis 
19 of the attempted gang rape of Lot's 
visitors by the men of Sodom, from which 
our word sodomy derives. God destroyed 
the city of Sodom because of their 
wickedness.

Now if this weren't enough, the New 
Testament also forbids homosexual 
behavior. In I Cor. 6:9-10 Paul writes, “Do 
you not know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the Kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 
practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the 
greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers will inherit the Kingdom of God.” 
The words in the list translated “men who 
practice homosexuality” refer in Greek 
literature to the passive and the active 
partners in male homosexual intercourse. 
(As I said, the Bible is very realistic!) The 
second of these two words is also listed in I 
Tim. 1:10 along with fornicators, slave 

traders, liars, and murderers as “contrary to 
the sound teaching of the Gospel.” The most 
lengthy treatment of homosexual activity 
comes in Romans 1:24-28. Here Paul talks 
about how people have turned away from 
the Creator God and begun to worship 
instead false gods of their own making. He 
says,"Therefore God gave them up in the 
lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among 
themselves, because they exchanged the 
truth about God for a lie and worshipped 
and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen!"

So the Bible is very forthright and clear 
when it comes to homosexual behavior. It is 
contrary to God's design and is sin. Even if 
there weren't all these explicit passages 
dealing with homosexual acts, such acts 
would still be forbidden under the 
commandment “You shall not commit 
adultery.” God's plan for human sexual 
activity is that it is reserved for marriage: 
any sexual activity outside of the security of 
the marriage bond—whether pre-marital 
sex or extra-marital sex, whether 
heterosexual or homosexual—is forbidden. 
Sex is designed by God for marriage.

First, if you are a homosexual or feel that 
inclination, keep yourself pure. If you are 

unmarried, you should practice abstinence 
from all sexual activity. I know this is 
difficult, but really what God is asking you 
to do is pretty much the same thing that he 
requires of all single people.

Second, for those of us who are 
heterosexual, we need to remember that 
being homosexual is as such no sin. Most 
homosexuals did not choose such an 
orientation and would like to change it if 
they could. We need to accept and lovingly 
support brothers and sisters who are 
struggling with this problem. And in 
general, we need to extend God's love to 
homosexual people. Vulgar words or jokes 
about homosexuals should never pass the 
lips of a Christian. If you find yourself 
feeling glad when some affliction befalls a 
homosexual person or you find feelings of 
hatred welling up in your heart toward 
homosexual people, then you need to reflect 
long and hard on the words of Jesus 
recorded in Matthew: “it will be more 
tolerable on the Day of Judgement for 
Sodom and Gomorrah than for you!"

Live the life God wants us to live!

                                                - John Britto

Fr. Felix D'Souza (Parish Priest)
Fr. Joseph Pimenta(Asst.)
Fr. Abel Fernandez (Asst.)
Fr. Jude Ferreira (Asst.)
Fr. Angelo Lobo

Tel:022-2667 2963/ 4685
website: www.youvak.com

Fr. Felix D'Souza
Diana Fernandes
Belmira Miranda
June Dias
Victoria Fernandes
John Britto

Designed by
Conidon Miranda

 The Parish Team Editorial Team
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Antonian Quiz

Test yout faith! Solve this crossword and submit your answers by 30th September.

Name:...............................................................   Contact Number:..........................

Winners of the July Issue of the Antonian Quiz. Do collect your prize 
from the church office:

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Andrea D'souza
Danica D'souza
Garrick D'souza
Johanna Kristen Menezes
Joshua Samuel Menezes
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