
Matrimonial Liturgy, Dress Code, Decorations, etc. 
 
The following guidelines are being used in order to ensure that the sanctity and reverence of the 
Sacrament are preserved and the Eucharistic celebration with the Rite of Marriage is conducted with 
devotion, dignity, and decorum. Some of these guidelines are also applicable to the celebration of an 
anniversary of marriage. 
 
Preparation 
The person intending to marry has to personally come and meet any of the priests in the parish at 
least three months in advance. 
If the marriage is to be celebrated at the parish church, the date and the time of the marriage should 
be fixed in consultation with a priest of this church. This should be done prior to the booking of the 
hall or making any other arrangements. 
 
In the Archdiocese of Bombay as prescribed by the Catholic Bishops Conference of India (CBCI), the 
marriage procedure is initiated in the Parish of the bride, irrespective of where the marriage is to be 
celebrated. 
 
It is obligatory to do the Marriage Preparation Course well in advance. The Marriage Preparation 
Course certificate should be produced at the time of filling the Pre-Nuptial Enquiry Form. A fresh 
Baptismal certificate i.e. issued within 6 months from the date of the intended marriage should be 
produced at the time of the filling of the Pre-Nuptial Form. 
 
A marriage with a person who is not a Christian is termed a Disparity of Cult Marriage, a dispensation 
from the Archbishop of Bombay is necessary. The banns are not read. The marriage Rite alone is held 
and there is no Marriage Mass held. The dispensation may be granted if certain conditions are fulfilled. 
For such a marriage, it is necessary to contact one of the priests of the parish as early as possible. 
 
An envelope marked “Our Contribution” should be handed to the priest as an offering to the church. 
 
Nuptial Liturgy 
Marriage is a communitarian celebration and hence may be celebrated during the parish masses. 
However, for pastoral reasons, marriages in our church may take place outside the scheduled mass 
with the prior permission of the Parish Priest. If the marriage is held on a Sunday during a scheduled 
mass, the liturgy of the day will take precedence. 
 
For the readings at the Nuptial Mass kindly consult the priest concerned. It is not necessary to have a 
booklet with these readings and prayers. The readings at mass must be done from the Lectionary. 
Please prepare yourselves also spiritually for this great event before your wedding day. Have at least 
30 minutes of spiritual preparation with your whole family, could have Bible reading, rosary, sharing 
your ideas of marriage. Please make a good confession as well. 
 
For the Liturgy for the Nuptial Mass kindly contact the main celebrant. Altar servers are to be 
contacted. Fresh flowers to be arranged before the mass. Keep your rings and 2 witnesses ready 
before the mass. The witnesses must be adult Catholics, know what they are undertaking and cannot 
include the parents. 
 
Those who can read effectively and are accustomed to reading at mass should be entrusted with the 
readings and prayer of the faithful. Persons should not be selected just because they are relatives or 
because they have to be honored with a role. 
 



The rite of Marriage commences after the homily. The witnesses, who have been selected earlier, 
have to come forward for the rite. The rings should be available. There should be no confusion at this 
stage. The rite of the marriage cannot be changed or reformulated. 
 
The introduction, prayers of the faithful, and hymns sung during the liturgical celebration should be 
approved by the priest concerned. The liturgy must be prepared at least two weeks before the date 
of the marriage with the help of the priest. An approved list of hymns is with the choir leaders. (Singing 
of a nuptial song after the rite of marriage and lighting of the candle is not liturgical and hence not 
allowed in our church.) 
 
Dress Code & Decorations 
THE Church is a house of prayer and worship. Hence all who attend the Nuptials should be dressed in 
an appropriate manner, especially the bride and the bridesmaids. All those who play an active part in 
the liturgy should also be respectfully and appropriately dressed. Please note: 
• No artificial flowers and leaves should be used. Only fresh flowers near the altar. 
• No sticking tape should be used on the Church pews nor the walls for whatever reason 
• Confetti and crackers are not permitted on the church premises. 
 
Photography & Videography 
Video shooting though discouraged in the church is permitted only during the: 
1. Entrance Procession 
2. The rite of marriage 
3. The sign of peace 
4. Distribution of Holy Communion 
5. Signing of the register. 
 
The photographers and the video crew should be informed that they need to be stationed at one place 
alone and proceed with the coverage from there itself. Their behavior should be respectfully 
benefitting the place of worship. They should not enter the sanctuary area. The 
photographer/videographer should not convert the sanctuary into a studio by taking too many group 
photographs. Please cooperate to make your day of Marriage a memorable spiritually fulfilling.  
 


